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in this new book bauman examines how we have moved away from a heavy and solid
hardware  focused  modernity  to  a  light  and  liquid  software  based  modernity  this
passage he argues has brought profound change to all aspects of the human condition
the new remoteness and un reachability of global systemic structure coupled with the
unstructured and under defined fluid state of the immediate setting of life politics and
human togetherness call for the rethinking of the concepts and cognitive frames used
to narrate human individual experience and their joint history this book is dedicated to
this task bauman selects five of the basic concepts which have served to make sense of
shared human life emancipation individuality time space work and community and
traces  their  successive  incarnations  and  changes  of  meaning  liquid  modernity
concludes the analysis undertaken in bauman s two previous books globalization the
human consequences and in search of politics together these volumes form a brilliant
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analysis of the changing conditions of social  and political  life by one of the most
original thinkers writing today

the passage from solid to liquid modernity has created a new and unprecedented
setting for individual life pursuits confronting individuals with a series of challenges
never before encountered social forms and institutions no longer have enough time to
solidify and cannot serve as frames of reference for human actions and long term life
plans so individuals have to find other ways to organise their lives they have to splice
together an unending series of short term projects and episodes that don t add up to
the kind of sequence to which concepts like career and progress could meaningfully be
applied such fragmented lives require individuals to be flexible and adaptable to be
constantly ready and willing to change tactics at short notice to abandon commitments
and loyalties without regret and to pursue opportunities according to their  current
availability in liquid modernity the individual must act plan actions and calculate the
likely  gains  and  losses  of  acting  or  failing  to  act  under  conditions  of  endemic
uncertainty zygmunt bauman s brilliant writings on liquid modernity have altered the
way we think about the contemporary world in this short book he explores the sources
of the endemic uncertainty which shapes our lives today and in so doing he provides
the  reader  with  a  brief  and  accessible  introduction  to  his  highly  original  account
developed at greater length in his previous books of life in our liquid modern times

in this text bauman examines how we have moved away from a heavy and solid
hardware  focused  modernity  to  a  light  and  liquid  software  based  modernity  this
passage he argues has brought profound change to all aspects of the human condition

zygmunt  bauman  s  liquid  sociology  confronts  the  awesome  task  of  reminding
individual men and women that an alternative way of living together is  within our
eminent capabilities if only we start to think differently about our world the metaphor of
liquidity which has become such a prominent feature of his writings since 2000 provides
us with just such a new interpretation with a novel way of seeing each chapter in this
unique collection takes seriously bauman s analysis of modernity as liquid throwing
new light upon global social problems as well as opening up a space for assessing the
nature of bauman s contribution to sociology and for understanding what may be
gained and lost  by embracing an artistic  sensibility  within the social  sciences with
contributions from internationally renowned scholars this book will appeal to all those
interested in bauman s work especially within sociology social political and cultural
theory and to anyone curious about the value of metaphor in interpreting the social
world

zygmunt bauman on education in  liquid modernity  evaluates the contribution that
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bauman has made to education studies it  outlines the central themes within social
analysis in bauman s writings and examines how researchers have applied his key
ideas to explore current theoretical issues the book focuses on bauman s ideas in
relation to the management and consumption of education including topics such as
student voice and individual identity relationships and inclusive education identifying
and discussing underpinning assumptions about bauman s work and its application to
education the book addresses the connection between his work and wider debates
providing a critical and clarifying re examination of bauman s contribution to the role of
education within solid post and liquid modernity this book will appeal to academics
researchers  and postgraduate  students  of  education  theory  and the  sociology of
education it  will  be of great interest to readers seeking a critical appreciation and
application  of  bauman  s  work  to  an  educational  context  and  bauman  scholars
interested in the application of contemporary social theory to education and its role in
identity formation in areas such as sex and relationships education

a new book by one of the most original and brilliant social thinkers of our time extends
and develops some of the key themes in other bauman titles namely what it is to live in
a time of liquid modernity identity culture and consumerism

widely known as a leading intellectual zygmunt bauman s thinking is often categorized
as sociology or philosophy but his work has been hugely influential in other fields as
well  not least within organization studies from increasing management control and
growing standardization of work activities to the increase in uncertainty and insecurity
experienced by contemporary workers organizations themselves are becoming ever
more  ephemeral  entities  bauman  s  themes  globalization  liquid  modernity  and
postmodern ethics are arguably fundamental to contemporary notions of organization
and management and his thinking has never been more relevant however despite the
obvious and continuing influence of bauman s ideas on business studies there has been
no comprehensive attempt to chart his impact on organization theory in this innovative
and insightful  collection an international selection of leading management scholars
explore  key  topics  in  current  organizational  discourse  including  networked
organizations control and ambiguity technologies work and responsibility extending
bauman s liquid modernity to the liquid organization the book will be essential reading
for scholars and academics and students in management and organizational theory
and also sociology managing culture and organizational ethnography

born liquid is the last work by the great sociologist and social theorist zygmunt bauman
whose brilliant analyses of liquid modernity changed the way we think about our world
today at the time of his death bauman was working on this short book a conversation
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with  the  italian  journalist  thomas  leoncini  exactly  sixty  years  his  junior  in  these
exchanges with leoncini bauman considers for the first time the world of those born
after the early 1980s the individuals who were born liquid and feel at home in a society
of  constant  flux  as always taking his  cue from contemporary issues and debates
bauman examines  this  world  by  discussing  what  are  often  regarded  as  its  most
ephemeral features the transformation of the body tattoos cosmetic surgery hipsters
aggression bullying the internet online dating gender transitions and changing sexual
preferences are all analysed with characteristic brilliance in this concise and topical
book which will be of particular interest to young people natives of the liquid modern
world as well as to bauman s many readers of all generations

modernity  was  supposed to  be  the  period  in  human history  when the  fears  that
pervaded social life in the past could be left behind and human beings could at last
take control of their lives and tame the uncontrolled forces of the social and natural
worlds and yet at the dawn of the twenty first century we live again in a time of fear
whether its the fear of natural disasters the fear of environmental catastrophes or the
fear of indiscriminate terrorist attacks we live today in a state of constant anxiety about
the dangers that could strike unannounced and at any moment fear is the name we
give to our uncertainty in the face of the dangers that characterize our liquid modern
age to our ignorance of what the threat is and our incapacity to determine what can
and can t be done to counter it this new book by zygmunt bauman one of the foremost
social thinkers of our time is an inventory of liquid modern fears it is also an attempt to
uncover their common sources to analyse the obstacles that pile up on the road to their
discovery and to examine the ways of putting them out of action or rendering them
harmless through his brilliant account of the fears and anxieties that weigh on us today
bauman alerts us to the scale of the task which we shall have to confront through most
of the current century if we wish our fellow humans to emerge at its end feeling more
secure and self confident than we feel at its beginning

this text covers bauman s contribution to sociology and social theory this ideal teaching
text analyzes bauman s shift from a sociology of postmodernity to liquid modernity
and provides a critical assessment of the contemporary bauman appraising his novel
theory of liquid modernity in terms of its implications for self identity interpersonal
relationships  culture  communications  and  the  broad  ranging  institutional
transformations  associated  with  globalization  in  addition  to  various  extracts  from
bauman s work the book also contains a spirited reply from zygmunt bauman to both
his  sympathetic  and unsympathetic  critics  bauman concludes  by  providing a  new
perspectives on his theory of liquid modernity its differentiation from the modernity
postmodernity debate and its relation to current developments in contemporary social
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theory

in its original formulation culture was intended to be an agent for change a mission
undertaken with  the aim of  educating the people  by bringing the best  of  human
thought and creativity to them but in our contemporary liquid modern world culture has
lost its missionary role and has become a means of seduction it seeks no longer to
enlighten the people but to seduce them the function of culture today is not to satisfy
existing needs but to create new ones while simultaneously ensuring that existing needs
remain permanently unfulfilled culture today likens itself to a giant department store
where the shelves are overflowing with desirable goods that are changed on a daily
basis just long enough to stimulate desires whose gratification is perpetually postponed
in this  new book zygmunt bauman one of  the most  brilliant  and influential  social
thinkers of our time retraces the peregrinations of the concept of culture and examines
its fate in a world marked by the powerful new forces of globalization migration and
the intermingling of populations he argues that europe has a particularly important role
to play in revitalizing our understanding of culture precisely because europe with its
great diversity of peoples languages and histories is the space where the other is
always one s  neighbour  and where each is  constantly  called upon to  learn from
everyone else

there is nothing new about evil it has been with us since time immemorial but there is
something  new about  the  kind  of  evil  that  characterizes  our  contemporary  liquid
modern  world  the  evil  that  characterized  earlier  forms  of  solid  modernity  was
concentrated in the hands of states claiming monopolies on the means of coercion and
using  the  means  at  their  disposal  to  pursue  their  ends  ends  that  were  at  times
horrifically brutal and barbaric in our contemporary liquid modern societies by contrast
evil has become altogether more pervasive and at the same time less visible liquid evil
hides in the seams of the canvass woven daily by the liquid modern mode of human
interaction and commerce conceals itself in the very tissue of human cohabitation and
in the course of its routine and day to day reproduction evil lurks in the countless black
holes  of  a  thoroughly  deregulated  and privatized  social  space  in  which  cutthroat
competition and mutual estrangement have replaced cooperation and solidarity while
forceful individualization erodes the adhesive power of inter human bonds in its present
form evil is hard to spot unmask and resist it seduces us by its ordinariness and then
jumps out without warning striking seemingly at random the result is a social world that
is comparable to a minefield we know it is full of explosives and that explosions will
happen sooner or later but we have no idea when and where they will occur in this new
book  the  sequel  to  their  acclaimed  work  moral  blindness  zygmunt  bauman  and
leonidas donskis guide the reader through this new terrain in which evil has become
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both more ordinary and more insidious threatening to strip humanity of its dreams
alternative projects and powers of dissent at the very time when they are needed most

based  in  sociologist  zygmunt  bauman  s  theory  of  liquid  modernity  this  volume
describes and critiques key aspects and practices of liquid education education as
market driven consumption short  life span of useful  knowledge overabundance of
information through a systematic comparison with ancient greek paideia and medieval
university  education  producing a  sweeping analysis  of  the  history  and philosophy
ofeducation for the purpose of understanding current higher education positing a more
holisitic alternative model in which students are embedded in a learning commutity that
is itself  embedded in a larger society if  liquid modernity has left a vacuum where
according to bauman the pilot s cabin is empty this volume argues that no structure is
better positioned to fill this vacuum than the university and outlines a renewed vision of
social transformation through higher education

in a time of reflection on the pre pandemic past and post covid future the mutual
exchange between polish sociologist zygmunt bauman and pope francis emerges as
one of the most fruitful dialogues in contemporary social thought bauman s analyses
on liquid modernity and francis s warnings on a globalization of indifference together
with  his  global  vision  of  constructing  human fraternity  constitute  a  dialogue at  a
distance  on  liquidity  and  concreteness  this  meeting  of  two  very  different  minds
culminating in a personal encounter in the city of assisi  now provides us with rich
sociological and theological perspectives on the challenges that believers of various
religions and non believers share while navigating the complexities of a liquid modern
world in global disorder in zygmunt bauman and pope francis in dialogue the labyrinth
of  liquid  modernity  zeger  polhuijs  recounts  and analyzes  the  development  of  the
thought of bauman and francis and the role their mutual exchange played in each
other s development he offers no blueprints for the future but tools for thought and
action to initiate processes of change dialogue and concrete solidarity in the face of
global disorder

zygmunt bauman has written more than seventy books over five decades most taking
a single subject and finding doors to open it in all directions his work is an essential
reference point in sociology but it is time that everyone caught up with him in this book
tony blackshaw doesn t just tell  us that bauman is a massive star in sociology he
demonstrates why his light shines brighter than that of almost any other intellectual
figure in the world today by offering his readers deep insights into the bauman effect
the new bauman reader is two books in one on the one hand it is a critical introduction
to a vital  and inspiring sociologist  who stands against  the predictable  in  majority
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sociology to draw out daring and new insights from which we can all learn on the other
it is an anthology of his work chosen with the specific aim of guiding readers whether
undergraduates postgraduates academics or general readers to bauman s original
way of thinking sociologically which is as irresistible as the liquid metaphor that guides
it

this liquid modern world of ours like all liquids cannot stand still and keep its shape for
long everything keeps changing the fashions we follow the events that intermittently
catch our attention the things we dream of and things we fear and we the inhabitants
of this world in flux feel the need to adjust to its tempo by being flexible and constantly
ready to change we want to know what is going on and what is likely to happen but
what we get is an avalanche of information that threatens to overwhelm us how are we
to sift the information that really matters from the heaps of useless and irrelevant
rubbish how are we to derive meaningful messages from senseless noise we face the
daunting task of trying to distinguish the important from the insubstantial distil  the
things that matter from false alarms and flashes in the pan nothing escapes scrutiny so
stubbornly as the ordinary things of everyday life hiding in the light of deceptive and
misleading familiarity to turn them into objects of attention and scrutiny they must first
be torn out from that daily routine the apparently familiar must be made strange this is
precisely what zygmunt bauman seeks to do in these 44 letters each tells a story drawn
from ordinary lives but tells it in order to reveal an extraordinariness that we might
otherwise overlook arresting revealing disconcerting these snapshots of life by the
most brilliant analyst of our liquid modern world will appeal to a wide readership

this  collection  of  essays  brings  together  zygmunt  bauman  and  a  number  of
internationally distinguished legal scholars who examine the influence of bauman s
recent works on social theory of law and socio legal studies contributors focus on the
concept of liquid society and its adoption by legal scholars the volume opens with
bauman s analysis of fears and policing in liquid society and continues by examining
the social and legal theoretical context and implications of bauman s theory

this topical new book by zygmunt bauman explores the notion of identity in the modern
world as we grapple with the insecurity and uncertainty of liquid modernity bauman
argues that our socio political cultural professional religious and sexual identities are
undergoing  a  process  of  continual  transformation  identities  the  world  over  have
become  more  precarious  than  ever  we  live  in  an  era  of  constant  change  and
disposability whether it s last season s outfit or car or even partner and our identities as
a result have become transient and deeply elusive in a world of rapid global change
where  national  borders  are  increasingly  eroded  our  identities  are  in  a  state  of
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continuous flux identity a notion that by its very nature is elusive and ambivalent has
become a  key  concept  for  understanding  the  changing  nature  of  social  life  and
personal experience in our contemporary liquid modern age in this brief book zygmunt
bauman explains compellingly why this is so
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