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the story of alexander the great is one of ambition conquest and
glory by the time he died at age 32 in 323 b c he was leader of an
enormous empire that stretched from greece in the west to india in
the east his remarkable personality shines through this heroic
story of battles sieges and victories
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alexander the great a new history combines traditional scholarship
with contemporary research to offer an innovative treatment of one
of history s most famous figures written by leading experts in the
field looks at a wide range of diverse topics including alexander
s religious views his entourage during his campaign east his
sexuality the influence of his legacy and his representations in
art and cinema discusses alexander s influence from his impact on
his contemporaries to his portrayals in recent hollywood films a
highly informed and enjoyable resource for students and interested
general readers

alexander the great conquers the new york times best selling who
was series when alexander was a boy in ancient macedon he already
had grand ambitions he complained that his father the great king
of macedon wasn t leaving anything for him to conquer this of
course was not the case king alexander went on to control most of
the known world of the time his victories won him many supporters
but they also earned him enemies this easy to read biography
offers a fascinating look at the life of alexander and the world
he lived in

this book explains what made alexander great according to the
people and expectations of his time and place

this book tells of alexander the great who was a world conqueror a
robber a master strategist a military genius and a leader of men

alexander the great explores the background personality and battle
tactics of a legendary conqueror whose prowess in battle cemented
his name in human history the engaging and comprehensive text
depicts alexander s life the lives of his soldiers the stories of
his battles and the formations of cities and legends paintings
photographs and engravings illustrate greek culture and historical
figures maps and diagrams depict the brilliant strategy of a
commander who fought with his men though alexander reigned and
conquered over two thousand years ago his battle successes and
political ambitions had an enduring impact on military strategy
and on the regions and cultures he ruled

alexander the great alexander iii of macedon was one of history s
great generals a man studied by caesar and napoleon among hundreds
of others he was born to the king of macedon and educated by
aristotle whose inquiring mind alexander appreciated after his
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father  philip  ii  was  assassinated  the  19  year  old  alexander
succeeded to the throne and swiftly consolidated power over the
next 13 years until his death at age 32 alexander created one of
the great empires of history covering an area as far south as
egypt and as far east as afghanistan and india most of the world
that he conquered had been the province of the persian empire upon
his death his empire was broken up and ruled by his generals the
best known were the ptolemies who ruled egypt until cleopatra was
defeated by caesar alexandria egypt and many other alexandrias
throughout  that  part  of  the  world  were  named  in  his  honour
alexander s greatest influence was not his leadership his empire
was  eventually  conquered  by  rome  but  spreading  greek  culture
throughout the lands east of the mediterranean he is the reason
that gold coins from afghanistan depicted greek gods and heroes
until  as  recently  as  several  centuries  ago  it  is  because  of
alexander that st paul a jew who lived in modern day syria before
travelling to modern day israel spoke greek and it is because of
alexander  that  the  earliest  christian  documents  including  the
scriptures were written in greek

alexander the great became king of macedon in 336 bc when he was
only 20 years old and died at the age of 32 twelve years later
during his reign he conquered the achaemenid persian empire the
largest empire that had ever existed leading his army from greece
to pakistan and from the libyan desert to the steppes of central
asia his meteoric career as leader of an alliance of greek cities
pharaoh of egypt and king of persia had a profound effect on the
world he moved through even in his lifetime his achievements
became legendary and in the centuries that following his story was
told and retold throughout europe and the east greek became the
language of power in the eastern mediterranean and much of the
near east as powerful macedonian dynasts carved up alexander s
empire into kingdoms of their own underlaying the flourishing
hellenistic civilization that emerged after his death but what do
we really know about alexander in this very short introduction
hugh bowden goes behind the usual historical accounts of alexander
s  life  and  career  instead  he  focuses  on  the  evidence  from
alexander  s  own  time  letters  from  officials  in  afghanistan
babylonian  diaries  records  from  egyptian  temples  to  try  and
understand how alexander appeared to those who encountered him in
doing so he also demonstrates the profound influence the legends
of his life have had on our historical understanding and the
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controversy they continue to generate worldwide about the series
the very short introductions series from oxford university press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these
pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject  quickly  our  expert  authors  combine  facts  analysis
perspective  new  ideas  and  enthusiasm  to  make  interesting  and
challenging topics highly readable

of all the kings and conquerors of antiquity alexander the great
is the most famous and the most controversial he conquered most of
the known world and believed he was a god he was also a paranoid
alcoholic megalomaniac dead at 33 his empire collapsed in his wake
just how great was alexander

this volume looks at what made alexander a brilliant military
tactician and a charismatic leader it also explores what the
eastern world learned through contact with alexander and what
alexander brought to the west from the persian empire

explores how alexander the great has influenced literature art and
culture in europe and the middle east over two millennia

this  exciting  new  volume  includes  a  selection  of  the  most
significant  and  representative  published  articles  and  chapters
about  alexander  and  covers  all  the  main  areas  of  debate  and
discussion in alexander scholarship

alexander the great s life and career are here examined through
the major issues surrounding his reign what were alexander s
ultimate ambitions why did he pursue his own deification while
alive did he actually set the world in a new groove as has been
claimed by some scholars and was his death natural or the result
of a murderous conspiracy each of the key themes arranged as
chapters will be presented in approximately chronological order so
that readers unfamiliar with the life of alexander will be able to
follow  the  narrative  the  themes  are  tied  to  the  major
controversies and questions surrounding alexander s career and
legacy each chapter includes a discussion of the major academic
positions  on  each  issue  and  includes  a  full  and  up  to  date
bibliography and an evaluation of the historical evidence all
source material is in translation designed to bring new clarity to
the contentious history of alexander the great this is an ideal
introduction to one of history s most controversial figures
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alexander the great 356 323 b c precipitated immense historical
change  in  the  mediterranean  and  near  eastern  worlds  but  the
resonance  his  legend  achieved  over  the  next  two  millennia
stretched  even  farther  across  foreign  cultures  religious
traditions  and  distant  nations  this  engaging  and  handsomely
illustrated book for the first time gathers together hundreds of
the colorful alexander legends that have been told and retold
around  the  globe  richard  stoneman  a  foremost  expert  on  the
alexander myths introduces us first to the historical alexander
and then to the alexander of legend an unparalleled mythic icon
who came to represent the heroic ideal in cultures from egypt to
iceland  from  britain  to  malaya  alexander  came  to  embody  the
concerns of hellenistic man he fueled roman ideas on tyranny and
kingship he was a talisman for fourth century pagans and a hero of
chivalry in the early middle ages he appears in jewish christian
and  islamic  writings  frequently  as  a  prophet  of  god  whether
battling winged foxes or meeting with the amazons descending to
the  underworld  or  inventing  the  world  s  first  diving  bell
alexander inspired as a hero even a god stoneman traces alexander
s  influence  in  ancient  literature  and  folklore  and  in  later
literatures of east and west his book provides the definitive
account of the legends of alexander the great a powerful leader in
life and an even more powerful figure in the history of literature
and ideas

tarn s alexander the great has become a classic and its importance
for subsequent alexander studies can hardly be exaggerated

the story of alexander the great is one of the most amazing and
enthralling that history has to offer the reader will journey to a
world of heroism of great courage and amazing conquest as we
follow alexander from a childhood rolling in the dust with his toy
army to the greatest conqueror the ancient world ever knew lives
in action is a series of narrative biographies that recount the
lives of some of the key figures in history page turning thrilling
plots that read like fiction will keep the most reluctant reader
hooked

in  taking  account  of  recent  research  and  in  reassesing  the
markedly contradictory contemporary sources j r hamilton present a
far less attractive but no less compelling portrait of alexander
than tarn s classic study the discussion ranges from alexander s
macedonian background and relations with philip to his request for
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deification and his death and the economic achievements of his
reign are stressed alongside the military
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